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Much More thaN Meets the eye

Landguard common was never registered as 

common land and has no commoners rights. 

Its long ownership by the military ended in 

1971.  the 34.9 hectares site has been notified 

by Natural england as a site of special 

scientific Interest because of the rare coastal 

vegetated shingle habitat.  the majority of 

the reserve has a Local Nature reserve 

designation indicating its importance to the 

local community and wildlife.  the entire site, 

including the fort, museum, bird observatory 

and Nature reserve is designated as a

scheduled ancient Monument.
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Management:  

rabbits play an important part in limiting the 
spread of scrub by their continual grazing, 
this also prevents coarser grasses dominating 
the sward and helps a more diverse range 
of plants grow.  however over grazing can 
become a problem leading to a less diverse 
plant population, hence the need for rabbit 
control. Gradual increases in scrub cover 
are kept in check by manually cutting it back 
and sometimes treating the regrowth with 
a herbicide. this keeps in check the natural 
succession to woodland, the salt laden air 
and harsh weather conditions also play a part 
in slowing this process. our aim is to raise 
awareness of the reserves rare habitat and 
its wildlife as this is essential for its future 
protection.

Coastal Vegetated Shingle:   

this internationally rare habitat clings on along 
the suffolk coast but in places the vegetation 
has disappeared due to the heavy footfall. It is 
largely found around coastlines of Northern 
europe, Japan and New Zealand. shingle is 
defined by a single piece being not less than two 
millimetres across, otherwise it is classified as 
sand and more than 200 millimetres makes it a 
boulder. Many shorelines around the uK have 
shingle but they are mostly not stable enough to 
support vegetation.

Migration hot spot:   

the lights from the Port almost certainly play 
a part in drawing migrating birds in off the sea.  
a Bird observatory was set up in the old right 
Battery that rises above the holm oaks behind 
the security fence in 1983.  the members that 
run the observatory not only trap and ring birds 
but keep a continual log of birds and other 
wildlife on the reserve. this information builds 
a picture of particular species movements as 
well as fluctuations in numbers.

 Plant life:    

over 500 species of plant life, including trees, 
shrubs, wildflowers, grasses, lichens, mosses 
and bryophytes have been recorded on the 
Nature reserve, many of the wildflowers are 
miniaturised by the continual grazing of rabbits. 

Nationally scarce and rare plants have been 
recorded here including stinking Goosefoot. 
Fungi are not plants and form a separate 
kingdom of life. the reserve had only a few 
species of fungi recorded until 2014, since 
then many species have been added to this list 
including the rare agaricus devoniensis

To help us conserve and enhance the habitats 
and wildlife of Landguard nature reserve, 
please abide by any of the requests made.

the Landguard Partnership encourages 
visitors to enjoy, become aware and value this 
internationally rare habitat and its cultural 
heritage.

By Bus:

First Group. the bus can be taken from Ipswich 
and Felixstowe town centres and arrives outside 
Landguard Fort.
www.contactus.fec@firstgroup.com

By Foot Ferry:

From harwich across the estuary (landing near the 
visitor centre). runs only from april to october. 
www.harwichharbourferry.com      Tel: 07919911440

By Cycle:

sustrans route 51 (part of the National Network) 
runs from Ipswich to Landguard and through the 
Nature reserve.
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In front of you looking east 
towards the seashore lies a 
large area of short turfed open 
grassland. It is classified as 
Lowland acid Grassland and 
supports many plants, mosses, 
lichens and fungi. a profusion 
of early Forget-me-not gives 
the sward a blue hue early 
on in the spring. Later on the 
sward is peppered with the 
pink of common storks Bill and 
the red of scarlet Pimpernel.  
During the spring months this 
is the preferred habitat of many 
migrating Wheatears and Meadow 
Pipits to feed on. visitors keeping 
to the hard track ensure that 
these plants and birds can thrive.

site of special scientific Interest

Walking further along the recycled 
plastic boardwalk takes you 
between a coastal vegetated 
shingle habitat, (an internationally 
rare habitat) and a permanently 
enclosed conservation area. this 
area of shingle plays host to the 
rare sea Pea plant noticeable 
when it flowers by its purple pea 
like flowers. the large member of 
the cabbage family that dominates 
the shingle in the growing season 
is sea Kale. 
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the structure at the Point was 
built under the direction of 
the victorian civil engineer 
Peter schuyler Bruff in 1867. 
the structure is now a regular 
seasonal haunt of Purple 
sandpiper and rock Pipit at 
certain times of the year. the 
structure was built to catch the 
long shore drift of sand and 
shingle that threatened to block 
off the important shipping lane. In 
between being built and the first-
world war around 28acres of land 
were added to Landguard Point by 
the build-up of shingle. In places 
the shingle is estimated 
at sixteen metres 
deep!
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Four iron rings set in concrete 
are all that is left of practice gun 
battery emplacement installed 
in the victorian era. this is one 
of many military relics marking 
its military use that ended finally 
in 1971. In amongst the Bramble 
bushes during the spring and 
summer Linnets can be heard 
calling each other while finding 
nesting material or food for their 
young that are safe within the 
thorny bushes.
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Welcome to Landguard Nature 
reserve a designated site of 
special scientific Interest. the 
main entrances to the Nature 
reserve are an important place 
for providing essential information 
to visitors. In both these areas site 
interpretation and notice boards 
are located. Please abide by any 
requests to ensure a safe visit and 
maximum benefits for wildlife. 
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here steps take you up on to a 
line of mounds that almost reach 
Manor terrace car park. they 
are known as the rifle Butts 
because they were constructed 
by the military in the 1800’s as 
the back drop for a firing range. 
the seaward sides of the mounds 
especially, have an interesting 
selection of wildflowers and 
grasses including Wild clary and 
rough Dogs tail grass.
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a pond was dug out in this 
naturally wet spot. Damselflies 
and Dragonflies can be seen 
laying their eggs (ovipositing) in 
the pond on hot summer days. 
the pond is an important watering 
hole for birds and other wildlife. 
this end of the reserve is a 
stronghold of the common Lizard 
which has more cover in the 
rougher grasses to be found here. 
If you are lucky you might see one 
dart across the path!
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two large areas of shingle are 
temporarily enclosed from late 
March to october. the post and 
rope barriers ensure as little 
disturbance as possible to birds 
that nest on the shingle such 
as ringed Plovers and oyster 
catchers. could the Little terns 
that once nested on the shingle 
be coaxed back with the right 
management? the enclosures 
also prevent the shingle 
vegetation from being trampled.  
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